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had been knocked down by his own fellow-students and others, and Mr. Barber was in possession of the revolver, of which he had not let go his hold. The young man was handed over to the police and was subsequently tried and sentenced by the High Court. The lecturer arrived very soon after the lad had been handed over to the police. There were some who urged that the lecture should be postponed or abandoned, but I knew the audience better than that, and we ascended the platform, The large audience of students and graduates accorded me a most enthusiastic reception, and the lecture was delivered. An hour later I passed with the Maharajadhiraja through the streets on our way home. All the way home I was engaged in acknowledging the cheers of the crowd who gathered under every lamp-post to see us pass.
These are the facts. I think that they are very instructive. The following points demand special attention. The miserable young man, at the direct or indirect instigation of some one who had obtained influence over him, but who remained concealed, had undoubtedly determined to take my life, from no personal enmity against me3 but, as he pompously said, " to encourage Bengal by showing that even the Lieutenant-Governor was vulnerable and mortal." He had clearly also made tip his mind to sacrifice his own life in the attempt, for he had no chance of escape. The police were powerless to prevent the crime. There was no safety against such an attack, apart from the protection of Divine Providence, which was universally recognised, unless the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal had been ready to abdicate his functions and abstain from meeting with the people, which is unthinkable. The accusation of remissness made in some quarters against the police is unjust and unwarrantable; and, on the contrary, it should be remembered that the existence of these anarchical conspiracies would not have been discovered but for the great improvement in police administration effected during recent years.
The audience and the outside public were wholly out of sympathy with the assassin and hailed my escape from peril with